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SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
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To advise Attorney General has signed attached 
Memorandum of Understanding for the FBI to conduct background 
investigations concerning staff members of captioned Committee. 



DETAILS ; 

Attached is a memorandum from Michael M. Uhlmann 
dated 12/28/76, enclosing a Memorandum of Understanding con 
cerning the FBI's conducting background investigations for 
staff members of captioned Committee. 



The Memorandum of Understanding resulted from 
negotiations by representatives of Legal Counsel Division, j 

Special Investigative Division and Departmental representatives 
with representatives of captioned Committee. This Memorandum of^.- 
Understanding has been signed by the Attorney General and a copy 
was furnished by Uhlmann to SA Paul V. Daly of this Division. ^ 



RECOMMENDATION : 



For information. 
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Enclosures (2) 



1 - Mr. Adams - Enc. 

1 - Mr. Fehl - Enc. 

1 - Mr. Steel - Enc. 

1 - Mr. Mintz - Enc. 

2 - Mr. Daly - Enc. 

1 - Mr. Coulson - Enc 
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Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



December 28, 1976 
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MEMORANDUM FOR FILES 
From: Michael M. Uhlmann 

%c <>' . 

On this date, December 28, 1976, 4s00p.m., the • 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of 
Justice and Select Committee on Assassinations was 
hand delivered to Steve Fallis. The Memorandum has 
been signed by the Attorney General. 



cc: 



Paul Daly 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS 
FOR THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 



The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) will 
conduct background investigations at the request of the 
Chairman of the Select Committee on Assassinations (SCA) , > 
of applicants, employees or any persons engaged by contract, 
or otherwise to perform services for the SCA who during the 
course of their employment require access to classified 
information. These investigations shall only be conducted 
pursuant to the agreement between the Attorney General and 
the SCA to ascertain facts and information relevant to the 
employee ' s trustworthiness and suitability for clearance for 
access to information classified Under the provisions of 
Executive Order 11652 and where necessary for clearance for 
access to compartmented information in accordance with the 
standards set forth in Director of Central Intelligence 
Directive 1/14. 

Requests for investigations by the FBI shall be made 
in writing from the Committee Chairman to the Director of 
the FBI enclosing a completed Standard Form 86 (Security 
Investigation Data for Sensitive Position) which provides 
the necessary background data ana. a. set of the individual's 
fingerprints for a check of FBI Identification Records. 

To enable :the FBI to comply with Section (e) (3) of the ." ■* 1 
Federal Privacy Act of 1974 apd in keeping with the spirit . 
of this Act, the request shall be accompanied by a statement 
.signed by the subject of the investigation acknowledging that' 
he of she has consented to the investigation with the knowledge 
that facts or information -gathered shall be retained consistent 

with the FBI Records Retention Plan. t ■ 

•*. •/ 

The SCA is to secure signed releases from the person 
under investigation authorizing the FBI to review educational « 
credit, and employment records. If a person furnishes 
information disclosing a medical problem or if such information 
is developed through investigation, the FBI will advise the 
SCA. The SCA will advise whether further investigation is 
desired and will either furnish to the FBI a release to 
review necessary medical records and interview the physician 
or advise if it desires the FBI to contact the persons under 
investigation for the appropriate medical releases. 
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Subject to the Federal Privacy Act “L 1 !!!’ : 2**°°* 

that^o e tht SIS? permitted e by X ?aw information identifying 
auch persons will be kept confidential. 

•Phe FBI will furnish summary memoranda and supporting 
materials co^aiiing thTresults of its investigation to the 
Committee Chairman or his designated representativeand 

in a record of the person to whom such information is 

furnished. The Committee Chairman will r i^is iJ 0 *** , ' 

to these summary memoranda and supporting ^erials i. . 

restricted to persons directly involved in making a 
determination Ts to the person's 

ahilitv for clearance for access to classified inrormatiw^ 
The SCA shall maintain records of the identities °* P* 
receiving access to the aforementioned materials and such 
rScSrds Shall be furnished to the FBI upon request. The 
SCA shall not reproduce or disseminate any of the afo 
mentioned materials without the express consent of the FBI 
unless otherwise provided for in this agreement. 

The. Chairman will" insure that summary memoranda and 
supporting materials and any copies are returned to the. 

PBI^ithin ninety (90) days P*. their "rStrai'tta"!? • 
-•notice has been given to the Director of l*eFBI aSJs, 

additional period of time, not exceeding ninety vSOjaays, 

Is needed to complete a decision relating to clearance. 

The FBI will retain the originals of the summary memoranda 
2* support in^ma ter ials so'returned by the Chairmen for 

-the duration of the SCA's existence. . •; 

•• • , . __ , '■ • * r * * • ^ * * * 

under ho circumstances should the SCA allow the 
person who is the subject of an investigation directjacces. 

to the summary memorandum and supporting mater i .» * 

necessary to discuss the contents of the summary memorand« 
and supporting material with the applicant or th * 

SCA will insure that the confidentiality of the sources 
contained therein is protected. Any request by the 
individual for access to the memorandum will he r «^*tred 
to the FBI for processing in accordance with the Pn acy 

Act Of 1974. 
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Information obtained during a background inveati- 
gation will be retained at FBI Headquarters and FBI field 
offices in accordance with the FBI Records Retention Plan. 

The Director of the FBI will insure that access to 
investigatory files, compiled pursuant to this agreement, 
is limited to FBI personnel who require it for the conduct, 
of their official responsibilities. 

The FBI will inform the Chairman or his designated 
representative of any adverse information developed during 
the original background investigation. The FBI will also 
provide the Chairman or his designated representative with 
any adverse information and supporting materials which 
subsequently come to the attention of the FBI that question 
the trustworthiness and suitability of any employee or any 
persons covered by this agreement engaged by contract or 
otherwise to perform services for the SCA. Upon such 
notification and upon request by the SCA, the SCA shall 
have access to the summary memoranda and supporting 
materials from the original background investigation. 

Information obtained during background investigations 
conducted pursuant to this agreement will not be disseminated 
-.outside the FBI except when necessary to fulfill obligations 
.. 'imposed by law, FBI regulation or presidential directive or; •’ 

' executive order. When a request; is .received from a Federal 
‘ agency for background information concerning a current 
! ’ employee or contractor of the SCA, if the individual *. 
concerned has given written consent authorizing the SCA 
to be notified, the FBI will notify the. SCA of the request 
for background information, except where the request concerns 
the individual *s employment application to . the , agency requesting . 
i the background information; • -* Notification by ‘the FBI to the • “ ; r 
SCA will extend to a criminal or national security investigation 
unless the Director determines that notification would impede 
or compromise the investigation. 

When a tentative decision is made to employ an 
individual, the Chairman or his. designated representative 
shall furnish a copy of the aforementioned summary 
memoranda and supporting materials to the Director of 
Central Intelligence (DCI) . The DCI will insure that the 
summary memoranda and supporting materials furnished to the 
DCI pursuant to this agreement will be returned to the SCA 
within ninety (90) days of its receipt. 
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The SCA will provide the FBI and the DCI with a 
list of persons cleared for access to classified information 
and the SCA will advise the FBI and the DCI when an individual 
granted a clearance terminates employment with the SCA or 
no longer requires access to classified information. 



EDWARD H. LEVI 
Attorney General 



THOMAS N. DOWNING 
Chairman 



dated 



dated 



